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HEMORANDUS POR: Deéputy Director (Research)
EUBJECT : Status of T-2 DC Generstor

1. The Project has two 500 AMP Lear Slegler generators
at present. One each 1 installed in Article 358 and 330,
located at BEdexrds. Two spare 380 AP geverators at Edwards
have been turned over to the BAC 1.2 Delachment at Del Rioe
on 15 Bareh, in accordance with your request. :

2. The 300 AMP generator was programmed for Project
aiveraft as a result of BCH modifications. The generator
wae manufsctured originalily fer Air Yoree use in other tham
the T=2, but with modifications to the center mhaft and cap,
was g:gily converted te sur iancreased puwer requirements in
the .

3. Project aircraft, Article 342 apd 385 nt[:;;;:::]
have 100 AMP gemsrators modified with new bearings snd seals,
which are preseatly under intensive study at Lockheed as 2
result of recent geaerator fmilures botk in SAC and Projeet U-3.

4. It is reported from ALlr Torce that the Del Ric group
bave located twenty~three 400 AMP generators (Btock ¥o. G-128-2D)
which they plan to use in their operatisne This geserator is
the same voit that bas besn in the U-2 for several years. The
only differsnce is that the 2D peries generator is unwodified as
to hi~temp grease and sev sesls. The bearings in thesc generators
could well be from the current lot under suspect today, sz there
is no reported means of distinguishing one bearisg from another
withont maling esxtensive bench meapurements.

: $. At the present time, Lockheed iz working around the
clock to come up with an acceptable 400 AP generator of the
current 2D series. This is reguiring detailed tests and analy=ie
of bearings, grease sealm, gresse and carbom brushes. It im
believed that a solution to our present problems with this
génerator will he found with time, jwdging from the array of
talents brought to bear on the prohiem. In addition to lockheed’s
etfort, lear Slegler, Mafair Boaring, Bendix, and carbom brush
suppliers are contributing extensively to resching 3 desived
concleaion to the problex. This appears to be the moat osxpedi-
tlovg route to take mince testing and quantity production of a
new gonerator is posgsibly more than 90 days amny.
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6. Bendix, Red Bank Division, is conducting detailed
enviroomental temperature and humidity tests with appropriate
londs on a 400 AMP Bendix generator curreatly installed in the
¥-105. Rarly results from these testsz look very encouraging.
Lockheed has today installed one of these generstors in
Article 332 for tests. Two or possibly three weeks will be
required to complets flight testing is our aireraft. Should
the Bendix generator prove successful in the U-2, production
in quantity i{= estimated to be B0 days.

- JACE C, LEDFORD
7 Colenel UEAP
Y Amsistant Director
(Bpecial Activities)
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